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Most Common Construction Disputes Which Require

Construction Lawyers

Introduction

Construction projects might look simple from the outside, but they are very complex. There
are multiple parties involved such as contractors, suppliers, subcontractors, etc., each having a
different role and responsibility. Apart from that, there are lengthy contracts and large financial
investments.

Due to this, disagreements might occur very often. They can happen at any stage, whether it is
before the construction starts, during the execution of the contract, and even after its
completion. Most of them are usually related to payments, quality of work, delay in completion,
or unclear terms of the contract. What makes these disputes even more difficult to resolve is
that they are not just mere legal issues; they involve technical as well as financial aspects.
This is where involvement of a construction lawyer becomes important. They help the parties
understand the contract, resolving the conflicts in an efficient and effective manner, and making
sure that the party they are representing does not suffer any unnecessary loss.

Let’s go through some of the most common construction disputes, which require the advice and

assistance of a construction lawyer.

Payment Related Disputes

Payment-related disputes are the most common type of dispute when it comes to construction
projects. The issues as to the same usually arise when there is a disagreement as to the work
completed and whether it meets the standards which were initially agreed upon. A contractor
might demand payment for the completed work, while the owner might refuse, claiming that

there are certain defects or that the work is still incomplete. Common situations include:

e Contractors claiming unpaid due for completed stage of work
e Owners making counter claims for defective or delayed work

¢ Disputes leading to bond claims involving third parties
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Such situations can, in the blink of an eye, become legally complicated. Construction lawyers
help in handling such claims, protect the interest of the parties when it comes to finances, and

ensure that the terms as to the payment are followed properly.

Delays and Time Related Issues

Delays as to the work is another major issue when it comes to construction disputes. The
deadline for the completion of the work is directly connected to the payment, so even the
slightest delays can cause serious problems later. Most contracts clearly mention the timelines
and penalties for delayed completion, but it can happen due to many reasons, such as changes
in the design, shortage of materials, or weather conditions.

Key issues when it comes to delay disputes include:

o Identifying the party responsible for the delay
e Scenarios where different delays overlap each other
e Claims as to extending the deadline without penalties

¢ Imposing liquidated damages for delayed completion of work

These matters often require a proper evaluation of the timelines, and a construction lawyer
might help with the same by determining the responsibility and ensuring that the penalties or

extensions are applied in a fair manner.

Disputes as to Quality and Defects

Disputes as to the quality of work are also very common construction disputes which might
require assistance of a construction lawyer. These disputes arise when the work which has been
finished does not meet the standards which were originally agreed upon or when low quality
materials are used in the project. In some scenarios, it is pretty confusing whether the issue
arose due to poor workmanship or due to a problem in the design itself.

Common concern concerns include:

e Use of materials that do not meet the specifications mentioned in the contract or the
agreement

e Poor workmanship affecting the safety or the quality of the work
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Unexpected conditions as to the site like hidden, structural issues or underground

obstacles

When any dispute arises due to such situations, a construction lawyer helps in identifying who

is responsible and what further steps can be taken to resolve such issues at hand.

Contract Issues and Risk Allocation

Several disputes arise due to unclear terms of the construction agreement or contract.

Sometimes, the project begins without even properly entering into an agreement which leads

to confusion and disputes later. Even when there exists a proper contract between the parties,

unclear terms can result in different interpretations by the parties.

A few problematic areas include:

Unclear scope of work
Disputes over whether a proper valid contract was formed
Changes in work without prior permission or proper written approval

Issues related to insurance, indemnity, or termination

Allocation of risk is also an important part when it comes to construction contracts. If risks are

not clearly divided, it can lead to serious financial consequences at a later stage of the dispute.

Construction lawyers ensure that contracts are clear, balanced, and legally sound, reducing any

further chances of dispute.

Conclusion

Construction disputes are very common, but they arise from a few issues which can be

predicted at an earlier stage, such as issues pertaining to payment, timeline for the work allotted,

unclear contracts, and quality of work. What makes these issues complicated is involvement of

certain legal, technical, and financial factors. This is the reason why construction lawyers play

an important role in these kinds of disputes. They not only help in resolving such issues but

also help in preventing them at an initial stage by ensuring that contracts are properly drafted

and risks are allocated. A well-managed project with proper legal support is far more likely to

run smoothly and avoid any future conflicts.
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