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Understanding the Role of an Advocate on Record in the Supreme Court of India 

 

Introduction  

The Indian legal system stays organised. It follows a clear hierarchy. The Supreme Court of India is at 

the top of it all. Being an Advocate on Record carries more than just a professional label. It comes with 

a statutory duty. Strict eligibility rules apply under the Supreme Court Rules of 2013. 

Only an Advocate on Record can file a vakalatnama. They handle pleadings and other documents in the 

Supreme Court. Plenty of lawyers might argue cases out loud. Still, every petition needs to go through 

an AOR. That includes appeals, applications, and interlocutory papers, too. 

What is an Advocate On Record (AOR)? 

An Advocate on Record qualifies through a special exam from the Supreme Court. They get registered 

there as well. The court maintains a tight list of these professionals. Filings end up accurate because of 

that. Research stays thorough. Formats match requirements. Procedural norms are followed closely. A 

single defect in a filing could lead to dismissal. It might cause other issues or even extra costs. An AOR 

basically connects litigants with senior counsels. They also work with the court registry in key ways. 

Eligibility and Requirements for Becoming an AOR 

• To become an AOR, an advocate needs at least four years of practice first. They apply for the 

exam after that time. Then comes a full year of required training under a senior AOR. Training 

covers submission steps in detail. It includes court registry habits. Drafting for Supreme Court 

pleadings gets heavy focus. Court etiquette and practice directions round it out. 

• The Supreme Court runs the exam itself. It ranks among the toughest legal tests in the country. 

Four papers make up the content. One covers practice and procedure. Another handle drafting 

skills. Professional ethics forms the third part. Leading cases fill the final one. 

• Every AOR must set up an office within ten miles of the Supreme Court. This setup allows 

quick access to court notices. Filings stay on track because of the proximity. Matters get handled 

with real speed and ease. 

Role & Responsibilities of an AOR 

An Advocate on Record takes on roles that keep the Supreme Court processes running smoothly. They 

draft and file petitions, writs, and appeals directly. Other documents fall under their watch too. In client 

representation, AORs act as the main point of contact with the court. They manage cases with care and 

focus. All documents and steps must follow Supreme Court rules. AORs make sure that happens every 

time. They often oversee junior advocates as well. Legal trainees get guidance on tough case details 

coming before the court. 

Salary & Earnings of an AOR 

The fee for an Advocate on Record would depend upon their experience, the nature of the case, and the 

repute of the advocate. For very fresher AORs, salary may go between ₹3 to ₹5 lakhs per year, 

depending on the number of cases and their complexities. For AORs who are more experienced or have 

mailto:info@lawsenate.com


 
 

 

Delhi Office: B-3/73, Safdarjung Enclave, Lower Ground Floor, New Delhi – 110029, India. Ph: +91-11-79690349 
Email: arb@lawsenate.com, info@lawsenate.com 

www.lawsenate.com 
Copyright © 2023 Law Senate. All rights reserved 

experience with specialisations in a certain legal field, it is very well possible that earnings could be 

much more substantial at ₹15 to ₹30 lakhs annually or more. High-profile cases: An AOR may also 

collect large sums on high-profile cases, whether these are related to corporate clients or constitutional 

issues. 

Is it Worth Becoming an AOR? 

Becoming an AOR holds real value for lawyers aiming at Supreme Court work. It is not required for 

everyone in the field. Still, it appeals to those seeking top-level appearances. This status brings high-

profile perks tied to constitutional roles. Gaining AOR credentials boosts an advocate's standing. The 

legal community sees it as a mark of reliability. It opens doors to bigger paths. Senior advocate positions 

become reachable. High judicial spots follow in some cases, and it sure helps with the income.  

Certain practices stand out when it comes to AOR work. Some prominent AOR Practices and 

Institutions are-  

• S. Ravi Shankar counts as a key figure in the area. He has managed many prominent cases in 

the Supreme Court.  

• Yamunah Nachiar connected deeply with AOR practices. She rose as one of the notable women 

advocates through the Supreme Court.  

• The Law Senate runs as a trusted legal group. They provide focused services for Supreme Court 

litigation. Clients get support via the AOR framework there. 

These examples highlight the weight of the AOR position. It carries big responsibilities in India's 

highest court. 

Conclusion  

Serving as an Advocate on Record in India feels like a true honour. The job demands deep 

specialisation. Hard work goes into mastering Supreme Court procedures. Professional skills must stay 

at a peak level. AOR status pays off in career growth. It also upholds standards and trust in the judiciary. 

Law careers offer plenty of room to expand. As Supreme Court rulings keep evolving, AOR roles grow 

even more vital. They strengthen the court's foundation. Justice delivery in India benefits from that solid 

base. 
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